
When I think about the coming of Jesus, I canôt help but be reminded that ñBig moments 
worth celebrating rarely just happen.ò  They require lots of planning, preparation, and  
prayer.  In fact, for several years now, all three of these things have been foundational to 
our move forward. 

The truth is, we believe that God is calling us to take some courageous next steps.  The 
easy thing would be for us to play it safe and be content with where God has taken us.  But 
as weôve planned, prepared, and prayed, itôs become evident that God has positioned us for 
something more.  Heôs reminding us that JFM is part of His unfolding story in our world.  
That the church is His Plan A, and there is no Plan B.  And that our call as the church is to 
go near and far, making everyday disciples who love God and love others. 

Because of this, our greatest hope is that Forward>> means more to you than just giving financially to a build-
ing campaign.  In fact, we hope you realize that this building project is less about a building, and more about the 
community that will come out of this new space.  Weôre not investing in material things; our investment is in the 
eternal things.  Our hope is that this idea of moving forward and reaching our full Kingdom potential has  
captured your heart.   

With that said, Paul reminds the church of this in 2 Corinthians 9:6-9 when he said, ñRemember this:  
whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap gen-
erously.  Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.ò 

As you consider making a financial pledge to Forward>> please know that there will never be any pressure put 
on you from us.  We simply ask that you take a commitment card, seek the Lord, and give out of a grateful 
heart.  We are asking that all cards be returned to the church office or placed in the offering baskets by  
December 23rd.  And by the beginning of January, we will announce and celebrate what God has done through 
the generosity of the church. 

Please remember that these Forward>> gifts are not intended to replace your regular tithes and offerings.  
These gifts are Kingdom investments, that we know God will bless and use for His glory.   

Weôve said all along that we are standing here today on the faith and sacrifice of those who have come before 
us.  And now itôs our turn to leave a Forward legacy.  Amy and I are excited to participate and give generously 
with you.  Know that we are always cheering you forward, and committed to the journey with you! 

If you have any questions concerning this Forward journey, please contact us at 517-784-3133, and someone 
will be happy to connect with you! 
 

Pastor Jason   
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WORSHIP  Whole-hearted devotion to the Lord that exalts Him 
in every way.  We honor Him daily through our  
obedience, prayer, generosity, and celebration. 

The deadline for  

the  January 

  newsletter is 

Sunday,  

December 16 

Please submit 

information to the 

church office. 

Items may be edited 

for reasons of 

space, style  

or clarity. 

To help us save 

trees, get your copy 

of The Journey 

electronically 

through email! 

Provide the church 

office with your  

e-mail address or 

visit 

www.jfmchurch.org 

 As of November 25 

YTD Budget $1,012,071 

YTD Recõd $958,318 

Difference ($53,753) 

The Prayer Ministry that prays on Sunday morning in each 
service is looking for some needed members for the second 
and third services. This is an unseen ministry but a vital one 
to JFM.  If you are looking for a place to serve, this is  
perfect.  It takes no more time or effort. You will already be 
at the church for the service you attend.  Is God speaking to  
your heart?  For information about this contact Marge Herman  
via e-mail at margejer@att.net or by phone at 787-0269.   

Plan now to be a part of one of our Christmas Eve 
services.  We will have one on December 23rd at 
6:00 and two services on the 24th.  One will start 
at 4:00 and the other at 6:00.  This is always a 
beautiful evening of carols, candlelight and  
communion as we celebrate Godôs perfect gift  
and remember the reason He sent His son.   
 
As you prepare for these services, we want to  
remind you that, as in the past, we will be giving 
you the opportunity to give financially to one of 
our community partners.  Any undesignated  
money that is given during the communion  
services will be donated to the Center for Women, 
our local pregnancy counseling services center. 

Another opportunity to make a difference this Christmas is by 
giving to JFMôs Weekend Backpack Food Program.  We partner 
with our local elementary school by providing food for kids 
who are at risk of going hungry over the weekend throughout 
the year.  Your financial contribution will fill a very real  
physical need in our community.  Pick up an envelope from  
the Christmas tree in the MAC entryway starting December 9. 

mailto:margejer@att.net
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WORD  
The Bible is Godõs perfect provision and is relevant for all to 
understand who He is and His plan for us.  Our obedience to 
His truth transforms us into Christõs likeness. 



COMMUNITY  Gathering together to grow, encourage and  
support each other in our journey with Jesus.   
Our commitment to one another will attract others 
and deepen our devotion to God. 
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BAND OF BROTHERS, a Bible study for men, meets every Tuesday 
morning at 9:30 in the Youth Room (on the 4th level).  All men are  
invited and encouraged to come.  If you have questions, please contact 
Warren Hawkins, who leads the session, at 782-2040. 

MENôS BREAKFAST  
Saturday, December 8th from 8:30-10AM.   
Join the men of JFM for breakfast.  We promise food, fellowship 
and an opportunity to grow your faith.  Hope to see you 
there...and donôt forget to bring a friend! 

 
LADIES TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY   
Attention Ladies!  Please join us on Tuesday mornings at 9:30 as we do a verse-by-
verse study of 1st & 2nd Thessalonians, following the Beth Moore ñChildren of the Dayò 
study series.  Shirley Blakemore leads us in this study. 

 

ADULT WINTER WEEKEND IS APPROACHING! 

January 25-27, 2019.  What is your ideal way of spending a wintry 

weekend? Sitting by a cozy fire with a blanket and a book, sharing 

laughs with friends over a lively board game and all the snacks your 

stomach can hold, or getting outside and taking part in snowy sports?  

Well, at Winter Weekend, you donôt have to choose!  Come to this  

annual event with JFM friends, new and old, for good food, cozy fires,  

uplifting devotions & worship and all the snow you could ever want (hopefully!).  The weekend, 

which is held at Au Sable Institute just north of Grayling, MI, includes: Two nights bunk-house style 

lodging, 5 yummy meals, cross-country skis, snowshoes, sleds, broomball, games, fireside chats, 

and friends.  Contact Mary Spencer at 764-2242 or Liann Cryderman at crydermanb@gmail.com if 

you have questions or if you want to help organize this event.  Watch for sign-up information in  

January. 
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COMMUNITY contõd 

HOUSEKEEPING 

DISHES - There are many dishes in the upstairs kitchen that have been left from funeral dinners or other 
events.  Please check the upstairs kitchen to see if you may have a dish there.  These dishes are missing 
their owners! 
 
MISSING TOWELS!  Have you forgotten to return those towels that you took home to launder after  
using one of the church kitchens?  If so, why not make a note right now to bring them back next time 
youôre here?  Just leave them on the kitchen counter (either kitchen is fine), and weôll see that they get 
back to where they belong.  Thanks! 
 
PLANNING AN EVENT OR NEED TO USE A ROOM?  Due to the size of our church, the high volume  
of ministries and activities and their placement in the calendar schedule, church-wide event requests will 
be reviewed before being added to the calendar. Our Facilities Manager would be happy to work with you.  
Please go to our website at www.jfmchurch.org and look under Upcoming Events/Calendar/Room  
Request, or send an email to Andrew Robbins at arobbins@jfmchurch.org. 
  
SOUND SYSTEM INFORMATION -  In order to make sure that groups or individuals have the  
necessary sound and video equipment needed for a program or presentation, a sound system/technology 
form has been set up. If your group is planning to use this type of equipment at your meeting or  
program, please submit the necessary form.  
 
DISPLAYING MATERIAL AT JFM - If you wish to display something either on a tack strip at entrances, 
bulletin board or table, please contact the office at 784-3133 before you do this.  Items need to be  
approved before being displayed.  Thanks for your cooperation. 
  

  

MESSAGES ON OUR WEBSITE 
If you miss a Sunday or plan to be out of town, you can still listen to 
the Sunday message.  Visit our church website at jfmchurch.org.  Click 
on Messages.  New messages should be available by Tuesday of each 
week. 

BOOKS FOR PRISONERS 
Mt 25:36b ñé I was in prison and you came to visit me.ò 
 
Do you have Bibles, Christian Books, Guideposts, or Readersô Digests you are  
finished with?  You may donate them to those in prisons, jails and Life Challenge.  
Please put them in the plastic container on the floor in back of the JFM Library.   
What cannot be used by prisons will be given to Christian Resources International 
(a Missionary organization in Fowlerville, MI).    
 
You may also serve prison inmates in other ways listed in the brochure at the MAC 
entrance.  Questions?  Please contact Brian Gardner at 962-0801 or call the phone 
number in the brochure. 

The per person rate is the $138 for the lodge. That is double occupancy. Those 

rooms have two beds and private bath like a hotel. The other rate is for a multi-

person cabin with group bathroom. Meals are Friday dinner, breakfast, lunch and 

dinner on Saturday and breakfast on Sunday.  


